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ABSTRACT
English language plays a vital role of being the medium of instruction in most of institutions in Saudi
Arabia. At Jubail University College, the medium of instruction is English. It therefore follows that how well
students would fare in academic attainment depends largely on their level of proficiency in English
language which is the medium of instruction. This study therefore examined the extent to which freshman
microeconomics students’ proficiency in English predicted their overall academic achievement in the
subject. A purposive sample of 75 microeconomics students was selected from the student population. The
performance of the respondents in English (II) final Preparation Year exam was correlated with the
students’ cumulative average marks in microeconomics using Pearson Product Moment Correlation and
Linear Regression Analysis. A questionnaire was also administered to the same group of students. The
results are going to be used for students’ knowledge enhancement in all subjects. The study will be an
insight to all the teaching fraternity.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
English language is the medium of instruction and teaching at Jubail University College. The researcher
noticed while lecturing, students want to ask questions and communicate but they have obvious English
language limitations. They cannot express their ideas or concepts accurately and precisely. After classes,
some students usually came and asked to explain the meaning of economic terms in Arabic. When
correcting exam papers and assignments, major spelling mistakes were observed. For example, writing:
Toknolojy, tost, expacted, compation instead of technology, taste, expectation and competition respectively.
Furthermore, while invigilating, some students asked for the meaning of simple words, such as “increase”,
“thus”, and “exceed”. It therefore follows that if such simple words are not understood, the whole meaning
of the question is lost. Inevitably, the student then fails to answer the exam question.
After making all the above observations, the researcher became interested to find out (i) how the
microeconomics students performed in their final Preparation English II exams and (ii) whether there is any
positive correlation between their performance in the English II exams and their current performance in
microeconomics. The current research aim is to investigate and find answers to these two questions.
1.1 The Research problem
The intent of this study was to examine the extent to which English proficiency of female microeconomics
students at Jubail University College would predict their overall achievement.
1.2 Research Question
In this connection, the following research questions were proposed to give direction to the study:
a) Is there a significant positive functional relationship between English language proficiency and the
academic performance in microeconomics?
Sub – Problem
To what extent do other factors (apart from English Proficiency), influence academic achievement in
microeconomics?
1.3 Research Hypothesis
H0 : There is a positive functional relationship between students’ English Language
proficiency and academic performance in microeconomics
H1 : There is no positive functional relationship between students’ English Language
proficiency and academic performance in microeconomics
1.4 Significance of the Study
There is no previous research on English Proficiency as a predictor of academic achievement in
microeconomics in Saudi Arabia. This study will make the following contribution to the body of
knowledge:
Benchmarking tool – the study will provide a verifiable data source on the relationship between
academic performance in microeconomics and English proficiency in Saudi Arabia. This study will
make it possible for comparisons to be made between Saudi Arabia and other countries that have
conducted similar research.
Regional Comparison – it is hoped that the results of the study will contribute to a comparative
understanding of drivers of academic achievement in the Middle East.
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Allows precise gender comparisons – most of the previous research on this topic has been on mixed
genders. In this study the sample consists on only female students. As a result of this study, further
research can be carried out to find if there is a significant difference in results if the sample consists of i)
only male, ii) only female or iii) mixed.
Use by education stakeholders - Such data can be useful to college lecturers in business subjects,
college curriculum development and education policy makers.
1.5 Acronyms
•
•
•
•
•
•

JUC -Jubail University College
ELP - English Language Proficiency
EFL – English as a Foreign Language
GPA - Grade Point Average
SIS - Students Information System
ASLPR - Australian Second Language Proficiency Ratings

1.6 Scope of the study
This research is intended to examine whether there is a positive functional relationship between students’
English Language proficiency and academic performance in microeconomics. The target population is some
of the microeconomics freshmen students in Jubail University College. The final English II marks were
taken for the intended students to be compared with Microeconomics marks until the Mid-Term. The
assessments included in Microeconomics are: Quiz 1, Assignment 1 and 2, and Mid-Term. Seventy-five
students participated in this study. Data was collected by means of extracting marks from students past
records as well as a questionnaire.
1.7 Limitations of the study
This study falls into the area of non-probability sampling. Purposive sampling was used to select subjects.
This method does not involve the random selection of subjects and as such the findings cannot be
generalized from the sample to a larger population. Because of time limitations, it was not possible to
incorporate all the assessments. Because some assessments were not included, the findings may not give a
full accurate picture. If all assessments were included, the correlation may have been possibly more
definitive. Because of the time factor, it was not possible to increase the sample size to include
Macroeconomics students. If the Macroeconomics students were included too, that could cause the end
results to be more valid and representative. This study was conducted using a sample of women students
only. Most past research was on a mixed gender samples. As such, this factor might affect the precision of
the end results and make comparison difficult. The inclusion of assignment marks may have had the effect
of artificially increasing students’ marks and distorting the level of correlation. Finally, the questionnaire
had many closed questions and because of time limitations, it was not possible to probe answers provided by
students.
2.0 Literature Review
Bachnan (1990) defines language proficiency as the language ability or ability in language use. Oller (1983)
argues that language proficiency is not a single unitary ability, but that it consists of several distinct but
related constructs in addition to a general construct of language proficiency. Maleki and Zangani (2007)
study on Iranian EFL students observed that having difficulties in grasping fully the content and concepts of
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various subjects of the curriculum taught in the target language (English Language) seems to be one of the
most serious problems that EFL students face in their particular course of study. In the argument of Feast
(2002), when students are deficient in the language of instruction, it follows that they would not perform
well in various subjects taught in the target language.
The relationship between students’ overall academic achievement in the content areas and their language
proficiency has been examined by many scholars. It is important to note that there seems to be no consensus
as to the impact of English Proficiency on academic achievement.
Butler and Castellon – Wellington (2000) compared students’ performance in content areas to concurrent
performance on a language proficiency test and found a correlation between the two. Ulibarri, Maria,
Spencer and Rivas (1981) examined the relationship between Hispanic students’ performance in English
language tests and their achievement in mathematics and discovered that the language test data were not
very useful in predicting achievement in mathematics. Bayliss and Raymond (2004) examined the link
between academic success and second language proficiency and concluded that the relationship between
academic achievement and language proficiency disappears as students approach native like proficiency
levels.
In the past 30 years, a number of American studies seem to point to the conclusion that scores on various
tests of English proficiency did not yield high correlations with measures of academic achievement found by
combining a student’s results across a range of subjects into a Grade Point Average (GPA). Therefore, these
selected English scores were thus deemed unsatisfactory as predictors of academic achievement (Ayers &
Peters, 1977; Light, Xu &Mossop, 1987).
Very little has been written on English Proficiency as a predictor of academic success in business subjects.
One of the few researchers on this topic, Light et al. (1987) founded that, the correlation between language
skill and academic performance for business students was not significant. Instead, he suggested that other
non-language predictive variables such as motivation and attitude, previous knowledge of a field of study
and previous academic performance should be examined to account for the academic success.
Hodgkin (1958a, b) assessed students from 16 Asian countries using the Australian Second Language
Proficiency Ratings (ASLPR). He found that language was the most critical problem, even for those students
who had formal education in English in their home country. However, when he conducted a second research
on the same group of students, he found that their performance had improved regardless of their English
Proficiency Language difficulties.
There is no literature written on English Proficiency as a predictor of academic success in Saudi Arabia. In
Saudi Arabia, although much has been written on teaching English skills to Arabic speakers, there seems to
be no formal research articles exploring the relationship between academic performance and English
proficiency. Aside from anecdotal evidence reported in the media, very little has been written on the subject.
In fact, it is not known whether English proficiency has any impact on academic performance in the long
run. The situation described above chronicles the dearth of research in the area. This study aims to address
the limitations of the existing literature by investigating whether English Proficiency is a predictor of
academic achievement in economics.
3.0 Research Methodology
In order to collect data for this research, two main sources were used:
a)Secondary Data
A list of current microeconomics students and their respective marks was retrieved from the Student
Information System (SIS). The column representing the student’s cumulative total was then selected. All
marks were rounded off to the nearest ten. The cumulative mark was based on the following assessments:
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ecause of time factor.
Quiz 1, Assignment 1 and 2 and Mid-tterm. Other assessments were not included bec
The final grades for English II in Prepara
aratory Year were obtained from archived files. Th
The data was searched
for manually in each file using the micr
icroeconomics student’s name and ID number. All
A the English marks
for the 75 students were recorded.
b) Primary Data
nnaire consisted of six
To gather information for this study, a bbrief questionnaire was designed. The questionn
questions. Five questions were closed and
a one was open ended. A sample of 72 micr
croeconomics students
completed this questionnaire. Three students
stu
were absent when this questionnaire wa
was administered. The
questionnaire was administered during the
th microeconomics lecture time. The majority oof students completed
the questionnaire in five minutes. A few
fe students asked the meaning of the questio
tions in Arabic. After
collecting the questionnaires, the answeers have been examined. For closed-ended ques
estions, a Tally Marks
Method has been used.
4.0 Data Analysis
performance in microeconomic
4.1 Summary statistics for students’ p
Mean
Median
Mode
Standard Deviation
Skewness
Count
Confidence
Level(95.0%)

79.12
.12
81
85
11.8583532
32
-0.744483198
98
75
2.728359246
46

Students performance
e in Microeconomics

D
D+ 4%
6%

F
7%

A+
6%
A
14%

C
13%

B+
14%
C+
18%
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4.2 Summary statistics for students’ p
performance in English II
Mean
73.01351351
51
Median
73
Mode
70
Standard Deviation
6.54069085
85
Skewness
0.020548636
36
Count
74
Confidence
Level(95.0%)
1.515355148
48

Students performanc
ance in English II
B+
7%

D
12%
D+
11%

B
12%

C+
21%
C
37%
7%

4.3 Correlation Analysis
The data collected were analyzed usin
sing Pearson Product Moment Correlation Anal
alysis to examine the
degree of relationship between English
En
Language Proficiency and academi
mic achievement in
microeconomics. Linear Regression Ana
nalysis was also done using Microsoft Excel too ddetermine the impact
of English language proficiency on stude
dents academic achievement in microeconomic.
Correlation Between Microeconomics
Mic
Marks and English II Marks
100

Final Marks English II

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Cum
Cumulative
Marks Microeconomics
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The Correlation Coefficient

Column 1
Column 2

Column 1
1
0.327955

Column 2
1

4.4 Summary Observation from the questionnaire:
qu
• 99 % of respondents used the Arabic
Ar
language as a medium of instruction in elem
lementary school.
• 97 % of respondents used the Arabic
Ar
language as a medium of instruction in hig
igh school.
• 68 % speak English only during
g class, when they want to communicate with the
he lecturer.
• 29 % speak English very often in a week.
• 57 % find it difficult to understan
tand some of the English words used in Microecon
conomics.
• 39 % don't face any difficultiess iin understanding some of the English words used
sed in
Microeconomics.
• 85 % believe that their grade inn Economics
E
can improve if they understand Engl
glish language better.
• In response to the opened-ended
ed question, most students indicated that they aare trying to improve
their English through the follow
owing methods: reading English books, watchin
ing English television
programs without Arabic transl
slation, communicate with teachers and colleag
eagues in English and
practice speaking in English as much
m
as possible especially in the public placess llike shops, etc.
4.5 Research Hypothesis
H0 : There is a positive functional relationship
rel
between students’ English Languagee
proficiency and academic performan
ance in microeconomics
H1 : There is no positive functionall relationship
r
between students’ English Language
ge
proficiency and academic performan
ance in microeconomics
fin
from the questionnaire and correlatio
ion analysis, the null
To conclude, Because of the findings
hypothesis is accepted and the alternative
a
hypothesis rejected. The validationn sstudy also confirmed
this result. During the validation
ion exercise, 95% of students who participated ag
agreed that there is a
positive correlation between English language proficiency and academ
mic performance in
microeconomics.
5.0 Conclusion and recommendation
In summary, it is found from this stu
tudy that English proficiency is a good indica
cator and predictor of
academic achievement in microeconomi
mics. Therefore, it is recommended that the goal
als of educating Saudi
ESL learners to be proficient in English
ish should be rigorously pursued since Englishh llanguage proficiency
ultimately determines their overall acade
demic success. According to Phillips(1990) argue
ues that the success of
overseas students in Australian tertiary
y courses
c
depend on factors other than English P
Proficiency Language
and academic skills, such as person
onality characteristics, motivation, aptitude, attitude,
at
self-reliance,
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intelligence, diligence, and the nature of the academic environment . More research is required in this area
so that it may be investigated how far these factors also impact academic achievement in Saudi Arabia.
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ANNEXURE I:
CALCULATIONS: A table was constructed showing the two sets of student marks. This table information
was used to construct the correlation and regression line.
Sr #
St. ID
X
y
Sr #
St. ID
x
y
1 29120232
77
70
38 30120370
83
85
2 29120248
77
70
39 30120389
80
86
3 30120003
83
72
40 30120415
78
65
4 30120005
89
76
41 30120463
87
70
5 30120007
95
77
42 30120469
93
75
6 30120011
87
62
43 29120126
76
78
7 30120023
87
76
44 29120265
76
70
8 30120039
82
70
45 29120425
68
78
9 30120049
93
73
46 29120438
46
70
10 30120072
92
80
47 29120466
59
72
11 30120073
85
75
48 30120038
75
83
12 30120077
82
71
49 30120069
67
73
13 30120092
53
67
50 30120091
74
61
14 30120099
78
75
51 30120097
61
60
15 30120110
86
60
52 30120138
86
78
16 30120115
75
73
53 30120153
68
75
17 30120120
94
73
54 30120156
73
75
18 30120135
76
68
55 30120177
77
64
19 30120145
94
80
56 30120219
58
68
20 30120161
77
74
57 30120231
76
73
21 30120180
93
73
58 30120241
66
64
22 30120187
87
72
59 30120257
58
66
23 30120191
85
76
60 30120262
52
70
24 30120193
58
78
61 30120301
73
70
25 30120199
85
64
62 30120317
64
72
26 30120200
96
82
63 30120340
83
77
27 30120201
84
66
64 30120343
85
86
28 30120216
96
60
65 30120345
80
73
29 30120220
89
75
66 30120360
75
70
30 30120225
90
77
67 30120397
84
81
31 30120226
81
70
68 30120399
78
66
32 30120260
76
72
69 30120401
81
71
33 30120267
92
85
70 30120417
74
64
34 30120289
89
71
71 30120426
84
72
35 30120314
98
82
72 30120440
54
74
36 30120333
97
81
73 30120449
70
66
37 30120341
91
86
74 30220008
85
80
75 31120447
78
80
X = Cumulative Marks in Microeconomics Till Mid-Term
Y = Final Marks for English II in Prep Year

58

International Journal of Arts and Commerce

Vol. 4 No. 9

December, 2015

ANNEXURE II: QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Student,
The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out if there is a positive relationship between English
proficiency and performance in Microeconomics. Please, read each question carefully and mark the
choice which reflects your opinion best.Thank you very much for your sincere answers and
contribution to the research.
1. During your elementary school, which language was used as a medium of instruction in class?
Arabic
English

2. During your high school, which language was used as a medium of instruction in class?
Arabic
English

3. How often do you speak English in a week?
Very often
Only during classes, when I want to communicate with the lecturer
Very rarely, I hardly speak one or two sentences per week

4. I find it difficult to understand some of the English words used in Microeconomics?
Yes
No

5. My grade in Economics can improve if I understand English language better?
Yes
No

6. What are you doing to improve your English language skill?
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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