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Abstract 

This study addresses the question of environmental journalism in Oman with particular reference to press 

coverage of environmental issues. Using content analysis as the research method, the study seeks to know if 

environmental issues were given due prominence or under-reported in Omani newspapers by looking at 

such parameters as quantum of coverage, news genres, prominence, language, tone, story placement, etc. 

The study finds that environmental reporting is yet to find a strong footing in Omani press given that most 

of the reports are straight news without any form of interviews or in-depth analysis that could put 

environmental issues in the right perspective. Also the study reveals that the Omani newspapers subscribe 

largely to wire services (agencies) for news, thus promoting global news agenda rather than local news 

that are beneficial to the immediate readers of the newspapers. To reverse these trends, the study 

recommends, amongst others, that there should be adequate training and education for Omani journalists 

in regard to environmental and science reporting so that they could engage in investigative or probing 

environmental reportage rather than just straight news reporting of environmental events. 

 

Key words: Environmental journalism, environment, environmental issues, Omani press, coverage of 

environment. 
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Introduction 

The environment has become a global phenomenon ever since the United Nations organized ‘Man and the 

Biosphere’ conference in Stockholm in 1972 to address the raging environmental woes that threatened and 

still threatens the planet earth. This conference was novel as it made the environment, for the first time, an 

issue of immense debate. (Earth Summit History, n.d). Ever since then there have been a lot of efforts at the 

global level to ensure that the planet earth is sustained. From Rio de Janeiro, Johannesburg, Kyoto, Bali, 

Copenhagen to Doha, global efforts have been unabated in the fight to secure the environment. 

 

Apart from global efforts, regional and national governments have also lent their weights in fighting 

environmental decay. Oman has played a very active role in environmental protection as evidenced in its 

participation in the ratification of many earth or environmental protocols. But it’s worrying that 

environmental issues are not adequately reported like political, entertainment, economic and other issues in 

the Omani press.  It, perhaps, seems like environmental issues are not prioritized in many an Omani media. 

This is not peculiar to Omani media, but general to the Arab media. Najib (2008) and Arab Forum for 

Environment (2008) assert that Arab environmental information problem cannot be divorced from the larger 

problem concerning Arab science journalism, which is still marginal in Arab media.. Najib further contends 

that despite the fact that environmental issues discussions have increased dramatically in the Arab media in 

the last decade, these discussions were merely limited to news and instant reactions to environmental 

disasters. This study intends to find out to what extent   newspapers in Oman report the environment by 

looking at frequency of coverage, sourcing of environmental news, news prioritization in terms of placement 

and prominence. It will also look at environmental news genre to find out which ones are prioritized and 

why? 

 

Literature Review 

There is little or no studies done regarding media coverage of environment in Oman. Therefore review of 

literature will be based on international studies and the few studies done by Omani researchers. 

Given that the media plays the important role of helping the public to understand environmental issues, 

communication researchers, have continued to study how the media do this (Dudo, 2005). Results from such 

studies have shown to some extent a mixed reaction. Some studies have found that the media’s 

representation of environmental issues is positive. For example, Morgan and Stenbjerre, (1997) cite Fortner 

and Mayer (1991) as saying that media coverage most probably have led to better understanding of 

environmental issues. Priest (2001) and Smith (2002) (as cited in Dudo, 2005) contend that the media 

contribute significantly in educating the public on environmental issues. It can be argued therefore that the 

publics’ attitude to the environment is shaped by the attention (amount of coverage) the media focus on 

environmental issues. This study will therefore measure the intent and purpose of environmental news 

coverage in Omani newspapers to determine where they place emphasis on advocacy, information, 

education, mobilization etc. 

At the other end of the spectrum some researchers like Liebler and Bendix (1996) are of the opinion that 

environmental news has been “crises or event oriented” (p.53). The media can be said to be reactive rather 

than proactive. Other studies have characterized media portrayal of the environment as weakened by 

distortions, inconsistencies, manipulations, and misrepresentation of data (Nitz and West, 2004, p. 207).  

There are further claims that environmental issues coverage all over the world has dropped despite the 

extreme strange weather that is being experienced recently. Fischer, (2013) writes that coverage of climate 

change by the world’s journalists dropped by two percent in 2012. This is supported by Fahey, (2013) who 

says that despite the fact that climate impacts were felt more intensely and more frequently in 2011, there 
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was declining media coverage of global warming in 2012 in favor of politics. However, Fahey presents the 

brighter side of environmental coverage by citing a study done by Bill Kovarik of Radford University, 

Virginia that the four largest U.S daily newspapers – New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street 

Journal and USA Today – increased their coverage of the environment by 10 percent in 2012, more than the 

tally in 2011, but 11 percent below 2010. 

Adel (2013) cites a study conducted by Project for Improved Environmental Coverage which indicated that 

the media is not paying serious attention to environmental issues with the seriousness they deserve.  

Statistics from the study showed that out of the 30 national news organizations surveyed in the United 

States, environmental coverage represented only 1.2 percent headlines, while entertainment and crime 

coverage dominated media space. Najib (2008), in agreement to the above writes that less than 10 percent of 

Arab media has a full editor on environmental issues. Even those that assign a regular page for the 

environment withdraw same at the pressure of political, economic and other news reports. Thus 

environmental stories could be said to be used as fillers. It could be said also that environmental issues are 

not high enough on media agenda to stimulate the sort of public concern that prompts concerted political 

action. The media may well continue to focus its attention on health, the economy or crime, thereby drawing 

public attention from the issues relating to the environment.  

Fahn, (2008), argues that climate change issues coverage by the media is very important as it helps in 

tackling the challenges of global warming.  Elsewhere the Project for Improved Environmental Coverage 

(2013) believes that most news outlets prioritize entertainment and crime news. According to this study, 

entertainment headlines appeared three times more than environmental headlines, while crime headlines, 

albeit considered a local issue, appeared at the ratio of 69 – 1 in the national morning network news. 

Miller, (2012) writes that given their reach, the main stream news outlets have a moral responsibility to do a 

better job covering public interest news like the environment. Unfortunately this is a far cry from what is 

required hence he (Miller) hopes to see environmental headlines three times more than entertainment ones. 

Given this prognosis of environmental coverage, this study will endeavor to find out if there is paucity in 

environmental coverage and come up with reasons why the paucity of coverage of environmental issues 

obtains. 

Al Foor, (2013) investigated the role journalists play in two most read Omani newspapers – Oman and 

Alwatan in contributing to solving environmental problems through environmental coverage. The study 

reveals that by placing environmental issues prominently the newspapers would both attract the attention of 

the citizens and those of the policy makers. A better understanding of environmental coverage in Omani 

Media, as the study contends, is vital for policy making and solving environmental problems. This study will 

attempt looking at the level of prominence environmental news attracts in terms of story placement, story 

hole, news type etc. in the Omani press. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

The press is seen as the major source through which the public receives environmental issues information. 

Thus, the responsibility of educating, informing, and mobilizing the public on environmental issues rests 

squarely with the media. And how well the press carries out this task determines the attitude of the public 

and policy makers toward the environment. As Goodfield (1981) argues “The public are those whose 

science teachers are the media” (p.8).  Thus, whatever the media consider important is always considered 

important by the public. How much attention the Omani media has paid to environmental issues to drive 

environmental protection is the focal point of this study. As Rademakers (2004) rightly observed, 

“Communication of information to the public about environmental issues is critical to the publics’ 

perception of the environment and what public policies will result” (p.8) 
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Given that the public learn and are informed by the media on environmental issues, then the quality and 

quantum of environmental coverage becomes critical and crucial. This study investigates the level of 

prominence given to environmental issues by the Omani media given that good environmental coverage is 

central to sustaining the environment. Put differently this study will examine how well the environment is 

covered in the Omani press by looking at the following parameters – quantum of coverage, framing, story 

placement, prominence, sourcing etc. 

 

Research Questions 

Following the statement of the research problem, this study will strive to answer the following questions. 

1. What is the frequency or quantum of environmental coverage? 

2. What is the quality of environmental issues coverage? 

3. What aspect(s) of the environment does the press prioritize and why? 

4. How is environmental news sourced and what are the implications? 

5. How much prominence does environmental news enjoy in the Omani press? 

6. What is the purpose of environmental news coverage? 

 

Research Objectives 

The objectives of this study, which take bearing from the research questions, are as follows. 

1. To determine how much there is of environmental news in the Omani press. 

2. To ascertain the value accorded to such environmental news coverage 

3. To determine what aspect(s) of environmental news is prioritized. 

4. To find out how environmental news is sourced so to give a clue as to why local or 

international environmental issues are featured more. 

5. To find out if environmental news is at par with other news items like politics, entertainment 

etc. 

6. To determine the purpose of environmental news.  

 

Significance of Study 

This study assumes significance given that it will contribute to the meager literature on environmental 

journalism in Oman and in the Arab world. It will also lead to improved environmental coverage in Oman.              

 

Scope and Limitations 

The study covers one year from June 2014 to June 2015 where composite week is used to select 60 issues 

for analysis. The limitation of the study resides in the lack of studies related to environmental coverage in 

Oman. The scarcity of such studies puts special importance on this study.  

 

Methodology: Content Analysis 

Berelson (1952) believes that content analysis is a quantitative, systematic and objective in the description of 

manifest content of Communication. In the same manner, Krelinger (1986) sees content analysis as “a 

method of studying and analyzing communication in a systematic, objective and quantitative manner for the 

purposes of measuring variables, (p.157). These definitions limit content analysis only to numerical values, 

hence other researchers like Stempel (1981), Holstli (1969) argued that content analysis that focused only at 

numerical values are weak and therefore argued for the inclusion of qualitative content analysis to measure 

the values accorded to contents being analyzed. Therefore quantitative and qualitative content analysis will 

be used to record both the manifest content and values embedded in environmental issues coverage. 
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Kerlinger (1986) sees content analysis as “a method of studying and analyzing communication in a 

systematic, objective and quantitative manner for the purposes of measuring variables, (p.157). 

Content analysis is employed to generate data that will answer the research questions in relation to quantum, 

value, sourcing, and prominence accorded environmental issues in Omani newspapers. The use of content 

analysis as the methodology in this study hinges on the fact that it allows quantitative and qualitative 

measurement of different media contents by systematically identifying and recording their properties from 

such criteria like length of articles, number of photos, and frequency of words or sources. (BBC World 

Service trust, 2008). 

 

Selection and Justification of Newspaper 

Purposive sampling is used in selecting newspaper whose environmental issues coverage will be analyzed. 

Purposive method has to do with the selection of key media and not the less important media whose articles 

will be analyzed (Mcanamara, 2006). Consequently, Oman Observer – the most prominent English 

newspaper in Oman was selected for this study. Oman Observer is a major daily in English. It is mostly read 

hence the claim of a wide circulation. There are about five major newspapers in Oman including those in 

Arabic. The choice of one newspaper is representative enough. The choice of an English language 

newspaper resides in the large number of Omanis and Expatriates in Oman who communicate in English and 

are regular readers of the English Newspapers.  However, there may be need to compare an English daily 

and Arabic daily to determine if language plays a role in the coverage of environmental issues in Omani 

newspapers. 

The units of analysis for analyzing the newspapers contents include: content frequency, tone, purpose, news 

genres, sources, prominence, means of prominence, and language. These categories of analysis were 

adopted to give the researchers a lee way to answer properly the research questions and meet the research 

objectives. 

 

Reliability 

Reliability of this study was assured by using Holsti’s 1969 inter-coder reliability test to ensure that 

contents are properly coded.  

Reliability means that repetition of the same measurement must yield the same result.  A sample of the 

population was examined by different coders and the same results merged out. 

 

Validity 

The forms were tested through a pilot study in which two weeks were selected and analyzed. Some 

adjustments were introduced to the categorization and sub-categorization of analysis and the forms were 

modified accordingly. The forms were arbitrated by two professors and their comments were incorporated 

in the forms. 

 

Sampling and Data collection Procedure 

Sixty issues of Oman Daily Observer were selected for analysis based on the composite week procedure. 

Weekends were not included in the issues selected given that most of the formal or official activities do not 

take place during the weekend in Oman. 

Two forms were designed for coding data emanating from the issues that were analyzed. Form 1 was 

designed to record ‘what’ has been said where the content, tone, and purpose were analyzed. In terms of 

content, distinction was made between general environment coverage and environmental protection 
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- The means and effects of prominence for environmental issues are headlines large fonts in 

colors), pictures of officials, and opening ceremonies of the major environmental activities 

taking place in the Sultanate, Gulf and globally. The coverage lacks drawings, cartoons, graphs 

or any scientific approaches that help explain or put the environment in proper perspective. 

- The purpose of the coverage is mainly informational rather than mobilization, persuasion, 

cultural or educational.  

- Dissemination of environment protection culture was not addressed at all.  

- Information topped the purpose of the coverage since five conferences, three seminars, one 

symposium and other regular meetings were covered in the news as opposed to only one 

campaign.  

 

Recommendations 

Consequent upon the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made: 

More in-depth analysis of environmental issues is required to put environmental debates in the right 

perspective, and raise the awareness of the public. 

Proper environmental journalism education has to be addressed in journalism departments in various 

universities and colleges in the Sultanate to equip environmental journalists with the right skill, knowledge 

and ability to address environmental issues properly. 

Special training or refresher courses on how to cover environmental issues is crucial for journalists and 

should be organized from time to time. 

Handbooks on environmental reporting should be developed as a vital tool to help environmental journalists 

in doing their work. 

Campaigns and awareness programs are to be set to raise the awareness of citizens on environmental 

protection issues.  

Regular materials on how to take precautionary measures against, and combat the effects of, cyclones and 

tropical storms must be incorporated in newspapers since Oman is surrounded by The Arabian Sea, Gulf of 

Aden, Red sea, and Persian Gulf. 

 

Conclusion 

The media plays a huge role in the sustenance of the environment through its coverage of the environment. 

It is strongly believed that the media are the major source   through which the public receives information in 

relation to environmental issues. Therefore the roles of educating, informing, persuading, and mobilizing the 

public about environmental challenges rest upon the media. It becomes pertinent and paramount that the 

media, the Omani media take adequate measures in ensuring that environmental issues are given due 

prominence and put in the right perspectives for the public to understand. These measures may include, but 

not limited to providing good education and training for environmental journalists. Also, rather than 

depending on agency reports on environmental issues, the Omani press could develop rapport with such 

organizations as Environment Society of Oman, Arab Forum for Environment and Development, UNEP, 

etc.  to get better and well informed information on the Omani environment. This will help the journalists to 

focus  on such local environmental concerns like Summer winds that raise sandstorms, ‘Wadis’ that get 

filled with rain water and flood vast land areas, cyclones making land falls and possibly causing flooding, 

soil salinity that is on the increase, beach and port pollution following spillages, and limited natural fresh 

water resources. There is also a deep need for proper training of environmental journalists and providing 

them with necessary tools that will help them to report the environment properly. Most importantly, rather 

than being reactive to environmental issues, or environmental issues being events based, the Omani press 
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should be proactive and strive to report the environment on a regular basis. This could be done by having 

environmental issues journalists and editors rather than general reporters handling environmental beats; and 

allocating regular pages or columns to the environment 
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