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Abstract 

The topic of ‘Conceptual and Textual Analysis of Manuscripts related to Nakhchivan’ 

has been widely studied and interpreted from various points of view. The first chapter of this 

study encompasses the topic regarding manuscripts in the light of hermeneutics, reflecting 

detailed scientific investigation. It is worth highlighting the historical importance of 

hermeneutics in the conceptual and textual analysis of manuscripts. Hermeneutics has been 

used as a commentary of historical texts, which helped in the interpretation of textual 

materials and clarification of the terms taking into account the period when the work has been 

created. The second chapter depicts the topic of the discovered Nakhchivan-related 

manuscripts of thinkers of XIX century. Nakhchivan-related manuscripts of XIX century are 

regarded as source of knowledge about the culture and history of the region. The third chapter 

is dedicated to the role of Sufism in Nakhchivan-related manuscripts of the XIX-XX 

centuries, as the culture of region was highly influenced by Sufism. It is impossible to fully 

understand the history, culture and arts in Middle East without scrutiny of the influence of 

Sufism. An overview of a topic about the knowledge of literature, history and arts of 

Nakhchivan taken its sources from the manuscripts is devoted in the fourth chapter of this 

study. Amongst these manuscripts are works of the poet of XI century Gatran Tabrizi 

“Munisname”, the work of an author of the XII century Abu Bakr ibn Khosrow al-Ustadi, 

works of Nasreddin Tusi, Hindushah Nakhchivani Arif Erdebili “Nakhchivan sanjak”, who 

lived in XIII-XIV centuries, a study of XVI-XVIII centuries, and other works from the 

Turkish Ottoman archives and other sources such as the chapter of the 'Last Books of Heaven' 

of the Holy Koran, where a sanctuary of Ashab-e-Kahf which is located in Nakhchivan is 

mentioned. 
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Introduction 

Nakhchivan is a region with an ancient historical background and values, brought 

about by its rich tradition and knowledge of science and literature which are reflected through 

the manuscripts. Nakhchivan-related manuscripts written in the late XIX - early XX centuries 

in Turkic, Persian and Arabic languages by local poets, writers, and scientists are currently 

stored in various museums and libraries as rare and valuable specimens all over the world. 

Nakhchivan region has a rich historical past reflected in manuscripts encompassing a 

message to the generations of the future to study the stages of their development path until 

the XX century, revealing the great historical path of humanity and experience of ancestors. 

The manuscripts mentioning Nakhchivan are of paramount importance in the study of artistic 

thought and literary language of its inhabitants and for the collection of the folk literature 

created in the Turkic language. The object of this study is the fact that poetry, fiction, 

folklore, monuments, and manuscripts about Nakhchivan written in the Turkic language have 

not yet been sufficiently collected, published, and adequately studied up to date. 
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1. Manuscripts in the light of Hermeneutics 

The idea about the historical importance of hermeneutics was firstly expressed by a 

hermeneutic philosopher Wilhelm Dilthey, who at the same time was a founder of a theory of 

hermeneutics. Hermeneutics is the methodology of systematic interpretation of ancient 

manuscripts which helps to reveal the meaning of the author's statements, collect references 

and information. [Palmer Richard, 1969]. 

The goal of hermeneutics is to help the reader to understand the text and ideological 

stance of an author correctly since some manuscripts date back hundreds and in some cases 

thousands of years. In modern times, ancient manuscripts are beyond our comprehension, 

therefore require more rectification and correction. This work focuses on the basic ideas 

authors tried to reflect through ancient manuscripts which help for a better understanding of 

philosophy and history of a period manuscript has been fixed. 

Most of the literary and philosophical articles contain biographical information about 

their authors. Moreover, interpretations of the works of philosophers, most of the time are 

associated with the biography and main events in their lives. [Palmer Richard, 1969]. 

The biography of authors usually outlines their living place, periods of education, 

relocations, meetings with contemporary colleagues, published works and studies, reviews of 

the critics, etc. Manuscripts of Sanai Ghaznavi, Farideddina Attar, Mevlana Rumi, Saadi 

Shirazi Hafiz, etc. can serve as an example for the mentioned form of the author's biography. 

[Grondin Jean, 1994]. 

The interpretations in hermeneutics often consist of a large number of individual 

notes, each of them is dedicated to the particular issue. Usually, there is an independent and, 

in many cases, a very important section of notes, without which it is often not possible to 

fully understand the meaning of the author's statements. These kinds of notes are called 

‘commentary’.  

Hermeneutics usually starts with a preamble – introduction, which comes just before 

the commentary. There are textual, historical, philosophical, realistic and vocabulary types of 

commentaries, depending on the purpose of interpretation and contained information in 

manuscripts. 

Textual commentary is a set of information describing the state of the philosophical 

heritage of the philosophers and highlighting the nature of the textual work. In addition, it 

contains features such as attributions, period and overview of the history of the manuscript, 

author's affiliation to certain philosophical views and rectifications, and a list of all sources of 

the manuscript. [Hermeneuties Versus Science 1988, p. 32] In case there are other copies of 

the same manuscript, its locations shall be identified. 

Hermeneutics is an investigation study, it reveals all the stages of the author's work in 

chronological order, giving a detailed description of sources. Commentary and paleography 

disclose the features, forms, and processes of manuscripts including prototypes. [Mokienko 

O.P. 2011, Petrova N.V. 2011].  
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2. Discovered Nakhchivan-related Manuscripts of thinkers of XIX century 

There are unique examples of arts, ancient books, and letters among discovered 

manuscripts that serve as a source of knowledge about the culture and history of Nakhchivan, 

playing a crucial role in the study of an ancient land of Noah, which dates back for more than 

five thousand years. All the discovered manuscripts containing information about quoted 

ancient land have been cataloged and classified. [Nağısoylu Мöhsün 2003]. Works of more 

than a hundred scientists, poets, and artists, as well as 38 studies of provincial thinkers 

recorded in the Persian language, 16 of which were from Ordubad city, 9 from Nakhchivan 

city, and 13 from Irevan cities, can serve as examples. After a survey of manuscripts recorded 

by mentioned poets, artists, and thinkers, research containing their data, works, and 

collections have been created and archived. 

Although, there are some thinkers who, due to the lack of sufficient historical 

evidence, no precise information about their lives is revealed yet. One of them is an author 

Mirza Muhammad Hashim ibn Museyyib Nakhchivani. Taking into account Nakhchivani’s 

stamps indicating dates of his publishments (most of them as of 1805s (1226s according to 

the lunar calendar)), it is discovered that Mirza Muhammad Hashim ibn Museyyib 

Nakhchivani lived in the second half of the XVIII and early XIX centuries. One of his 

manuscripts "Hagaigi at-Tarikhi" describing the history of Islam recorded in Arabic and 

Persian languages, includes the eastern, custodian method of pagination. The volume of 

"Hagaigi at-Tarikhi" is 338 pages, the size of the written text is 20 × 13cm, the page size is 

28 × 20cm, the number of lines on each page is 23, consisting of 20 chapters. The underlined 

headings are highlighted in red. [Nakhchivani Mammad, 1805]. 

Another valuable Nakhchivan mentioned manuscript of late XIX - early XX centuries 

had been recorded by educator-teacher Mahammad Tagi Sidgi. The piece is written in a 

simple notebook sheet in nastaliq calligraphy in the Azerbaijani language with an Arabic 

alphabet consisting of 19 pages. The original text says: "I want to bring an attention to all 

members of the Council that today’s date is 14th day of the month May of 1896 according to 

the Christian calculation and 13th day of the month Dhul-Hijjah of 1318 according to Islamic 

calculation". Topics disclosed in the mentioned manuscript are valuable sources that reflect 

the history and educational thought of its times [Mahammad Tagi Sidgi, 1896].  That 

manuscript of Mahammad Tagi Sidgi was given as a tribute to the memory of well-known 

and much-respected veteran of war Nakhchivan Akhund Mullah Mohammed Nakhchivani in 

1898. 

Important in the field of medicine another manuscript of Mahammad Tagi Sidgi "Big 

Karabaddin" of XIX century was published in 1880 (1302 according to the Islamic calendar) 

in the Persian language in nastaliq calligraphy, consisting of 316 pages, 24 sections, 61 

chapters. 

On the second page of one of the rare manuscripts "Sahabad-dyumu" ("Tears of the 

clouds") recorded in 1874 (1295 of the lunar calendar) mentioned about Haji Mullah 

Muhammad, who lived in the XIX century, as follows: "The author was born in one of the 

quarters of an ancient city of Nakhchivan and was known among his contemporaries as 

Muhammad Ibn Mashhadi Baba Nakhchivani" [Haci Molla Mammad Nakhchivani, 1895]. 

 



International Journal of Arts and Commerce               ISSN 1929-7106           www.ijac.org.uk 

 
 

24 

3. The Role of Sufism in Nakhchivan-related Manuscripts (late XIX – early XX 

centuries) 

The poetry of Nakhchivan was highly influenced by Sufism in the XIX-XX centuries. 

There are various valuable poems and poetries in connection with trends in Sufism of its 

times. For years, the question of lives and works of thinkers associated with Sufism has been 

an object of academic researches. (Bertels E.E. 1965; Kuli-zade Z. 1970; Kuli-zade Z. 1965; 

Kuli-zade Z. 1973; Ismailov Sh. 1976; Ismailov Sh. 1977; Kerimov G.M. 1969; Korpuluzada 

Vaqif 1918; Kolpinarli Arif, 1969). 

One of the prominent scientists of Nakhchivan academician Mammad Jafar Jafarov 

wrote about difficulties appearing during a study of the question: "Sufism in philosophy and 

literature of the Middle East have not yet been studied comprehensively, deeply and from a 

historical point of view Marxist based methodology " (Mammad Jafar, 1982). 

So, what is mysticism in Sufism? Sufism gives the following answer to this question: 

‘Mysticism in Sufism can be defined by following quotations: "not taking an offense from 

words of people", "not getting attached to anyone", "never abandoning justice", "dedication 

of soul to righteousness", "burning the stigma in the hearts”, "a little sleep and a little food", 

"remembering the name of Allah frequently". A poet of the XII century Nizami Ganjavi 

describes 'Sufi' in his poems as a sublime person. A scientist, researcher Mammad Jafar 

Jafarov notes: "if we take into account the progressive trends of "pure" Sufism, we can see 

that the Sufis were dissatisfied with the life of societies by opposing greediness, enviousness, 

extravagance, orgies, and unbridled feasts. Sufi is always against violence, the tyranny of 

shahs and other rulers, usurpation, and slavery, avoiding religious fanaticism. His motto is the 

truth, righteousness, moral and ethical purity, avoidance of lies, tricks, intrigues in any 

forms" (Mammad Jafar, 1982). Sufi is like the sun, he gives the light and heat without 

discrimination. Manuscripts indicating that Sufi is someone who is not differentiating the soil 

from gold. For them, there is no decisive difference between the appearance and the status of 

a person in society.  

Manuscripts about Nakhchivan are also associated with terms such as love, lover, 

beloved, celebration, wine, butler, cane, tavern, restaurant, sweetheart, beautiful, science, 

scientist, miserable, poor, justice, inspiration, consolation, murid, leader, sage, intoxicated, 

slave, unity, communication, almighty, eternality, bliss, asceticism, remembrance, ecstasy, 

the state, and many others. For instance, one of the terms in Sufism 'eshg' means the highest 

degree of love. Taverns are mentioned as a place of residence of Sufis such as Crimski. 

Expressions such as the immortality of a soul, utterances of a God as a most powerful, 

primary, and creative energy, materials of four elements of water, fire, soil, and air which 

universe is formed from are the most used features about Sufism in manuscripts. 

Sufism is deeply associated with the medieval history and philosophy of the East so 

that without studying Sufi literature, it is impossible to complete a picture of the cultural life 

of the medieval Islamic East. (Bertels E.E., 1965). 

Nakhchivan-related manuscripts belonging to the end of XIX - the beginning of the 

XX centuries play a valuable role in the philosophy of the Islamic East. Madrassas used to be 

the principal institution in the establishment and development of an Islamic literary 

environment in the region. "Classes in madrassas were held by members of the literary circle 
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of the ‘Majlis of the poets’ such as Gudsi Vanendi, Fagir Ordubadi, Mashadi Mohammed 

Tagi Sidgi. At schools "Ehtar" ("Star") and "Mektebi-terbiye" ("School of Education") 

opened by M.T.Sidgi in 1892 and 1894 in Ordubad and Nakhchivan, both theology, 

secularity, and sciences used to be taught. At schools located inside the mosques books such 

as "Chereke" (textbook for the study of the Arabic alphabet), "Koran", "Teressyul", "Sher 

Nisab", "Museibname", "The Book of Derbent", "Abvabyul Jinan", "Siraj al-Minin", "Tarikh-

i Movjam" ("Wave of the history"), "Tufletul Majlis", "Risale" ("Letter"), "Jameyi Abbas" 

used to be taught. (Qadimov Asghar, 2010). Furthermore, philosophers such as Gudsi 

Vanendi, Salik Ordubadi, and Fagir Ordubadi used to live and work in Nakhchivan 

In the manuscripts about Nakhchivan, along with Sufism, there are valuable 

ideologies about the creation of the world and a man, of humanity, love, and the importance 

of science were discovered. These manuscripts of the late XIX - early XX centuries are useful 

not only for the study of Sufism but also for the study of the history of literature and 

philosophy in Nakhchivan. 

The result of a study of manuscripts related to Nakhchivan in the late XIX - early XX 

centuries revealed philosophical thought and teachings of Sufism in the region and the 

Middle East.  

 

4.  History, Literature, and Art through Manuscripts about Nakhchivan 

Nakhchivan is located on the North bank of the river Araz, which adds strategic 

importance to the region. Araz river is one of the symbols of Nakhchivan, as works depicting 

its association with the region are found in various manuscripts such as "Haridat Al-Adzaib 

ve Faridat Al-Geraib" written by a famous scholar of the Middle East Ibn Al-Wardi and 

translated from Arabic and Persian languages into Turkish by Muhammed Ibn Mahmud 

Shirvani. 

On the manuscripts found at the banks of river Araz, special attention is given to the 

cities Nakhchivan and Ordubad. Those cities are depicted since the period of the Ottomans 

and their ancestors. Julfa city started to be mentioned in manuscripts since the beginning of 

the XVI century. Furthermore, in the Ottoman narratives ‘Julfa’ is listed as a "fortress", 

however in other sources as a ‘village’. In the same narratives, a detailed description of the 

cities of Irevan and Nakhchivan are noted in 1590 and 1727 respectively. (Mamedov H., 

2001). 

Manuscripts related to Nakhchivan also often reflect and depict historical events. 

Written in the XII-XIII centuries "Munisname" is one of the most valuable and well-

described manuscripts of the period of Atabay state, with Nakhchivan being one of the main 

cities of a state. Those descriptions can be found in "Al-Silah Al-Adjemiye" written by 

Mohammad Ibn Hindushah Nakhchivani, a poet, scholar, and statesman of XIII-XIV 

centuries; "Gurretul-Absar" (‘Light of the eyes’) written by a prominent representative of the 

XIX century Haji Molla Mohammad Nakhchivani, "Durretul-Abrar" (‘Unspoken word of the 

pearls’), "Keshkulu-Nur" (‘A vessel of the light’), "Mazahir Al-Anvar" (‘Manifestations of 

the light’) and "Shahabad-Dumu" (‘Tears of the clouds’) being examples of the depiction of 

the history of Nakhchivan. "Munisname" is one of the rare exemplars found in the castle that 
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belonged to Atabays in Nakhchivan in the XII-XIII centuries, which is nowadays kept in the 

British Museum in the UK.  

"As-Silah Al-Adjemiye" is one of the manuscripts depicting the lexicon of a Turkic 

language spoken in Nakhchivan. "As-Silah Al-Adjemiye" contains about 10,000 Turkic 

words and 5117 Persian lexemes. The original of this valuable work is written by Mohammad 

Ibn Hindushah Nakhchivani and currently are kept in the museums in West Berlin, 

Bratislava, and St. Petersburg. 

Mohammad Ibn Hindushah Nakhchivani was a prominent historian, translator, mufti, 

poet, and linguist of his time, who left behind a literary heritage of Persian-Turkish dictionary 

under the name "As-Silah of Al-Adjemiye", historical works such as "Mevarid al-Arab", and 

other pieces written in Arabic, and poems written in Persian languages" (Nakhchivani 

Khindushakh, 1993). Moreover, written by Suli Fagig a manuscript "Yusuf and Zuleykha" is 

one of the epos of the culture of Nakhchivan. (Suli Fagikh, 2008). 

Furthermore, there are scrutiny of foreign authors writing about Nakhchivan such as 

notes of an Iranian poet Asadi Tusi, who lived in the XI century in the palace of the ruler of 

Revadi Abu Dulaf, and who choose Nakhchivan as the capital of his state, as well as other 

foreign authors from the medieval period. Those manuscripts contain information about the 

ethnic composition of the local population of Nakhchivan, stating that this is an ancient 

Turkic land, with the local Turkic population living in it. 

 

Conclusion 

Some manuscripts about Nakhchivan written by different handwritings used to be 

copied by scribes before printing was invented. Indication of the author’s name in the 

manuscripts, a date when it was written and published as of great importance in the 

interpretation of manuscripts.  

The detailed information about the history of Nakhchivan describing its stages of 

development is given through manuscripts. In general, the history of manuscripts is closely 

linked with the emergence and development of literacy, science, and literature in society. At 

the same time, manuscripts, in different periods, had a role of an impetus to the dissemination 

of science, education, enlightenment, and development of societies. Books became a valuable 

part of spiritual wealth and cultural heritage. In this regard, manuscripts about Nakhchivan 

play a similar, valuable role in society and serves as a source of history and literature. 

Nakhchivan as a region has a rich historical past studied through manuscripts, 

revealing the path of humanity in the development of societies and the experience of our 

ancestors until the XX century.  

 

References 

 

[1] Grondin Jean (1994). “Introduction to Philosophical Hermeneutics”.  

Yale University Press. p. 893 

 

[2] Hermeneutics Versus Science (1988) edited by John M. Connoly and Thomas Keuner,  

University of Noterdam Press. p. 325 



International Journal of Arts and Commerce          Vol. 11 No. 1             February 2022 

 
 

27 

[3] Kolpinarli Arif (1969). “Tasavvuf”, Istanbul 

 

[4] Korpuluzada Vaqif (1918). “The first Sufis in Turkish literature”, Istanbul 

 

[5] Qadimov Asgar (2010). “XIX century literary environment in Ordubad”, page 546, Baku 

 

[6] Mammad Jafar (1982). “Nizami's world of thoughts”, Baku 

 

[7] Naghsoylu Мohsun (2003). “16th century Azerbaijan monument of translation  

“Testimony”, page 192, Baku  

 

[8] Nakhchivani Haci Molla Mahammad (1895). “Sahabad-Dumu”, page 480. Fund of  

Manuscripts of the Nakhchivan Branch of the National Academy  

of Sciences of Azerbaijan. 

 

[9] Nakhchivani Mahammad (1805). “Haqaiqi at-Tarikh”, page 338. Fund of Manuscripts of  

the Nakhchivan Branch of the National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan. 

 

[10] Palmer Richard (1969). Hermeneutics, Northwestern University Press., page 95 

 

[11] Sidqi Mammad Thaghi (1896). ‘Our language and school’, page 19. Fund of  

Manuscripts of the Nakhchivan Branch of the National Academy  

of Sciences of Azerbaijan. 

 

[12] Bertels E.E. (1965). Sufism and Sufi Literature. Moscow 

 

[13] Ismailov Sh. (1977). “Pantheism of Shams Maghribi”, Azerbaijan SSR,  

 “Series of history, philosophy and law” no 4, Baku 

 

[14] Ismailov Sh. (1976). "Philosophy of Mahmoud Shabustari". Baku 

 

[15] Kerimov G.M. (1969). Al-Ghazali and Sufism. Baku 

 

[16] Kulizade Z. (1973). “On the question of studying the heresies of the East of the 13th –  

 16th centuries and the problem of the philosophy of Sufism”.  

 «Nasimi» collection of articles, Baku. 

 

[17] Kulizade Z. (1965). "On contradictions in the definition and assessment of Sufism in our  

 literature". " Azerbaijan SSR, series of history, philosophy and law " No. 5, Baku 

 

[18] Kulizade Z. (1970). “Hurufism and its representatives in Azerbaijan”. Baku 

 

[19] Mamedov H. (2001). “A detailed notebook of the Nakhchivan sanjak”, page 374, Baku 



International Journal of Arts and Commerce               ISSN 1929-7106           www.ijac.org.uk 

 
 

28 

[20] Mokienko O.P. (2011). “A hermeneutic approach to teachings (on the example of teachings  

of literature)”. TSU science number 3. page 204-206.  

 

[21] Nakhchivani Khindushakh (1993). "Sikhah al-ajami". East-West, page 295, Baku 

 

[22] Petrova N.V. (2011). “Hermeneutics as a way of understanding the world of preschool  

children”. TSU science number 3, page 243-246.  

 

[23] Suli Fagikh. (2008). “Yusif and Zuleikha”. MBM MMC, page 476, Baku 


